Discussion Items (Straw votes are not binding)

1. Proposal to create a SASS sanctioned "Blackpowder / Frontier Cartridge Gunfighter" shooting category. 

Said category would follow the equipment and ammo guidelines of the current "Frontier Cartridge" category AND follow the shooting style requirements of the current "Gunfighter" Category. 

Some comments were in favor of adding the category. It was pointed out that clubs can have their own categories as they see fit. 

A straw vote, was split close to 50/50.

2. Boots 

Classic Cowboy requirements of non-grip enhancing soles. Rule book says smooth leather or rubber soles are in the current rule book. That is already in place. 

Straw vote, most felt that there was no problem at this time.

3. Should we allow 22 caliber Pocket Pistols?
There are no new .22 caliber pocket pistols made today. One club felt that a .22 LR round was OK but .22 shorts were not.
Some felt that .22 "Standard Velocity" rounds would be OK.
Others felt that the .22 short was a period cartridge and that .22 long should not allowed.

Straw vote, most felt that we should not add .22 caliber pocket pistols.

4. Should the Beretta Laramie be allowed to be shot in the Traditional Category?
Beretta advertises this gun as having an adjustable sight. Some felt that this does not fit the requirements for non adjustable sights. Others believe that they are not adjustable, in spite of the ad due to its limited adjustment capabilities, and that it has no competitive advantage.

Others felt that we were trying to really define what an adjustable sight is, instead of allowing a driftable sight in Traditional.

Straw vote, was 50/50 split. It was agreed that it would not be pursued to add this to the Traditional category as an exception. 

An agenda item for 2008 will be added, to revisit the definition of an adjustable site. 

Open Discussion Items (for possible addition to TG Agendas at Regional matches in 2008
Discussion items are designed to see what is on a clubs mind as far as potential changes. It is the first step in identifying issues for the 2008 summit and obtain items for the Regional TG's meetings. By design, it is a brain storming session.


*An agenda for 2008, to revisit the round left on a carrier again (the 3 year moratorium will have expired).

*Add to RO II refresher course, a list of things that the stage RO is allowed to do to assist the shooter or not allowed to do.

*Consider adding a swing out cylinder to the side matches in the interest of safety. Older guns are not safe enough. There were some of these guns that are pre 1900 in design. Straw vote was opposed but it will be added to the regional TG meetings.

*Shooters that fall down, during the course of fire, should be stopped and restarted? There was little support for permitting a reshoot.

*A proposal to allow Grande Dames to shoot under Buckaroo rules was suggested.

*Add a category for 80 plus. 

*It was suggested that we add a handicap system for older shooters instead of adding new age based categories. 

*Current procedure on protest, do not identify the complainer, to the person, that is being complained about. They believed that the shooter that has been penalized needs to know his accuser. Match officials will make the final decisions, and not knowing who is involved, is part of the unbiased process of making the right decision. 
Much discussion followed.


Committee Reports And Announcements
*There has been a practice of taking 12 ga. shotgun shells and bottle necking them down to a smaller gauge. A Hodgen representative was there and had fielded question about this practice from their customers. He said that folks were loading a 12 ga shell like normal, then running them through a 16 ga taper crimp and then a 20 ga final taper crimp. Hogden then performed their own testing of shells loaded in this manner. Their testing, using this method, showed a considerable increase in pressure, and in some cases, the rounds exceeded pressures that modern firearms were designed to handle. Considering that we are using many older firearms that can only handle levels far less then a modern gun, it was determined that this practice was very dangerous.

The Wild Bunch has declared that this practice is not permitted from this day forward. This ammo will be classified as illegal ammunition and will be treated as a match disqualification. Complete wording, for proper and acceptable loading procedures, will be added to the RO manual.

*A presentation was made to introduce the concept of adding a new age based category in the area of 35 to 49. It will be added on the agenda for the regional TG meetings and next years agenda. The presentation was food for thought.

*RO Committee Report. The RO Committee and the Mods committee have been combined. 

The RO program will be expanded over seas. Elder Katie has been making trips abroad and translation of the program into other languages is in progress. 

Applications for new firearms and modifications will be handled by the committee twice a year. All modifications, if passed by the RO committee, still must be approved by the TG's. TG approvals will be held twice a year also. Votes will be held at EOT and at the Summit on December.

Clarification - If a cocked handgun leaves the shooters hand, it cannot be corrected to avoid a penalty. It is a stage DQ.

The exposed set screw modification, on an 1887 shotgun mod, allowing a shorter throw and/or drop two mod is currently not allowed. It will be on the list of voting items at EOT 2008. 

If a gun is defective and goes to the unloading table with live rounds in it, it cannot leave the unloading area until all rounds have been removed. DO NOT TAKE GUNS WITH LIVE AMMUNITION STILL IN THE GUN AWAY FROM THE SAFETY OF THE LOADING OR SAFE AREA OF THE RANGE. This will be added to the RO materials.
